{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. III.]                    LAST  YEARS.                               565}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 factories,  railways   and  crowded  streets  would  be strange to him.    His home is in fields and woods. There he lives among a peasantry whom he knows individually, into whose cottages he goes freely.   All alike  enjoy the  country sights and sounds which surround them, and rather worship Nature than try to subdue her.  Meanwhile they pay court to him and he protects and relieves them. The splendid baronial almsgiving of Cappenberg wears now an old-fashioned appearance ; not that it was really behind the age in Stein's own time, but that the patriarchal life of old Germany has since been broken up.    In this out\-ward sense all types grow obsolete.    But those who confounded Stein in the herd of German nobles mis\-took the man, and confounded the sterling coin with the counterfeit.    About him there was  nothing of the age of Louis XIV.    No courtier he, no child of privilege, insolently supplanting low-born merit, irre\-ligiously conceiting himself to be made of better clay than, other men !    When he calls himself Baron and Knight he  avows himself  to be set apart by  his birth to study the public good, to mind great affairs, to guide and protect his humble neighbours, and most particularly against the tyranny of the Court. In per\-forming this hereditary function he does not overlook the change of times.  He neglects no modern studies, puts forward no antiquated claims, but adds all the skill of the Prussian official to the traditions of his knightly house.    He would hold it dishonourable to make   use  of his precedence so as to keep others back ; there is nothing he likes better than unbarring restrictions, throwing open closed doors, cancelling disabilities.     But thouq-h  so much at home in the}\par }